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FERNDALE PUBLIC SCHOOLS (FPS)

• Since restructuring the FPS have been 
committed to collecting data that provide 
information to administrators, teachers  AND 
THE COMMUNITY.

• These data allow our students to tell us about 
their school experiences;

• These presentations to the School Board are 
available to the public.
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BACKGROUND: 
Ferndale Middle School

• Population:  415
• Sample:  313
• Returned Consents:

– Yes:  313
– No:    43
– Not returned:  59

• Response Rate:  75%
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BACKGROUND: 
Ferndale High School

• Population:  953
• Sample:  587
• Returned Consents:

– Yes: 599
– No:   136
– Not returned:  217

• Response Rate:  62%
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BACKGROUND: 
University High School

• Population:  441
• Sample:  311
• Returned Consents:

– Yes: 314
– No:  59
– Not returned: 68

• Response Rate:  71%
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SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT
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“Average class size at my school is small enough for 
my teachers to give attention to individual students.” 
(Percentage of students agreeing with the above statement.)

N=304 N=581 N=308

108 32 164 230 86 265 48 32 228
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“Generally, my school provides me with the facilities I 
need (e.g., classrooms, computers, library facilities).” 
(Percentage of students agreeing with the above statement.)

N=300 N=581 N=310

42 2044234 64 2947324 261
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“My school has a wide variety of music, dance and art 
programs for students.” 
(Percentage of students agreeing with the above statement.)

N=306 N=580 N=303

5947 15 27256443 2078244

10



Percentage of students who listed at least one 
club, organization, group, or team 

N=306 N=580 N=303

129 107194
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Despite “high marks” in 
several environmental areas…

Several  challenges remain!  
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“During the past 12 months, how often have you felt 
unsafe at school?”

44 25 88 32 24

13FERNDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL



“During the past 12 months, how often have you felt 
unsafe at school?”

25 37 63 37 32 89 39 26 92 38 21

14FERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL



“During the past 12 months, how often have you felt 
unsafe at school?”

20 14 58 22 7 55 19 6 32 7 2

15UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL



TOBACCO USE
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Prevalence of Past 30 Days Tobacco Use by Grade: 
Ferndale High Schools Compared to National Data

5 13 14 22 3 3 4 3



MARIJUANA USE
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Comparisons: Lifetime Marijuana Use

In your lifetime have you used any of the following types of drugs? 
Marijuana or hashish (grass, pot, hash, stick, tree, weed, Mary Jane)

19

140 40



ALCOHOL USE
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Prevalence of “any alcohol use on at least one 
occasion” during the past 12 months.

9 17

21FERNDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL



29

22

Prevalence of “any alcohol use on at least one occasion” 
during the past 12 months.

51 76 72

FERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL



25

23

Prevalence of “any alcohol use on at least one occasion” 
during the past 12 months.

21 20 11

UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL



16 6 5917 312

“On how many occasions have you had alcohol to 
drink during the past 12 months?”
(Only students who drank at least once in their lives were asked this question.)

FERNDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL



11

“On how many occasions have you had alcohol to drink during 
the past 12 months?”
(Only students who drank at least once in their lives were asked this question.)

16 14 4 16 22 24 5 7 37 26 13 18 35 29 8

FERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL
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“On how many occasions have you had alcohol to drink during 
the past 12 months?”
(Only students who drank at least once in their lives were asked this question.)

11 8 1 17 13 6 2 9 15 4 1 9 8 2 1

UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL
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Prevalence of any alcohol use in the past 12 months: 

FERNDALE PUBLIC SCHOOLS COMPARED TO 
NATIONAL DATA.

9 17 54
72

96 83



PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS
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Nonmedical Misuse of Any Leading Abusable 
Prescribed Medications*

*On how many occasions in your lifetime have you used the following types of medicines, not prescribed to you? 
Sleeping, anti-anxiety, stimulant, pain medications

%
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BULLYING: 
SOCIAL and PHYSICAL
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Social Bullying

During the past 12 months, how often 
have other students…..

– Said mean things, teased you, or called you 
names

– Told stories about you that were not true
– Not included you in what they were doing
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During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Said mean things, teased you, or called you names in person?

32

74 32 56 65 38 41

FERNDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL



During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Said mean things, teased you, or called you names in person?

33

58 33 80 44 2741813333683736

FERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL



During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Said mean things, teased you, or called you names in person?

34

65 8 34 4 32055122847923

UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL
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89 29 43 68 31 45

FERNDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Told stories about you that were not true?
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63 38 80 40 3039793825713434

FERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Told stories about you that were not true?
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53 19 22 9 1021422216482123

UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Told stories about you that were not true?
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82 38 41 80 31 33

FERNDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Not included you in what they were doing?
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62 42 73 36 4238763731663335

FERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Not included you in what they were doing?
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54 21 24 9 721411027501726

UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Not included you in what they were doing?



Physical Bullying

During the past 12 months, how often 
have other students…..

– Taken things that belong to you
– Threatened to hurt you or take things
– Hit, pushed, or kicked you on purpose
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42

94 37 30 96 29 18

FERNDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Taken things that belong to you?



43

81 11 114 28 92811710221032127

FERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Taken things that belong to you?



44

65 16 34 6
1

1551825541121

UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Taken things that belong to you?
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122 20 20 103 22 16

FERNDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Threatened to hurt you or take things?



46

103
5

124 22171349161101017

FERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Threatened to hurt you or take things?

5
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76 6 38 377061269813

UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Threatened to hurt you or take things?
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68 46 46 62 43 38

FERNDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Hit, pushed, or kicked you on purpose?



49

67 104 36301131431901944

FERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Hit, pushed, or kicked you on purpose?

13 11
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76 6 38 377061269813

UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how often have other students… 
Threatened to hurt you or take things?



SEXUAL HARASSMENT AND 
UNWANTED CONTACT
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52

78
2 1

58 7 3

FERNDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how many times has a boy about your age… 
Sent you sexual or obscene messages on the computer?

Data from Girls
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50 59 128535145427

FERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL

6 4

During the past 12 months, how many times has a boy about your age… 
Sent you sexual or obscene messages on the computer?

Data from Girls
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40 4 17 4828363254

UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how many times has a boy about your age… 
Sent you sexual or obscene messages on the computer?

Data from Girls
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75
2 1

52 7 3

FERNDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Data from Boys

During the past 12 months, how many times has a girl about your age… 
Sent you sexual or obscene messages on the computer?
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55 63 397023485

FERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL

1 2

During the past 12 months, how many times has a girl about your age… 
Sent you sexual or obscene messages on the computer?

Data from Boys

6



57

36 3 17 2330433636

UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL

During the past 12 months, how many times has a girl about your age… 
Sent you sexual or obscene messages on the computer?

Data from Boys
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65 9 46 14 9

FERNDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Data from Girls

During the past 12 months, how many times has a boy about your age… 
Kissed, hugged, or sexually touched you when you didn’t want him to?

7
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41 54 1295110125011

FERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL

7 9

Data from Girls

During the past 12 months, how many times has a boy about your age… 
Kissed, hugged, or sexually touched you when you didn’t want him to?

7
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34 4 16 4631453196

UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL

Data from Girls

During the past 12 months, how many times has a boy about your age… 
Kissed, hugged, or sexually touched you when you didn’t want him to?

1



61

73
1

48 5 8

FERNDALE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Data from Boys

4

During the past 12 months, how many times has a girl about your age… 
Kissed, hugged, or sexually touched you when you didn’t want her to?



62

55 62 4126356413

FERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL

4 2

Data from Boys

7

During the past 12 months, how many times has a girl about your age… 
Kissed, hugged, or sexually touched you when you didn’t want her to?



63

39 4 14 542858294
1

UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL

Data from Boys

During the past 12 months, how many times has a girl about your age… 
Kissed, hugged, or sexually touched you when you didn’t want her to?

1



Summary: 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Marijuana 

• Alcohol use is less when compared to 
national estimates.

• Tobacco use is higher for 12th graders 
when compared to national estimates.

• Marijuana use is less when compared to 
the national estimates..

• Misuse of prescription medications is less 
when compared to national estimates
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Summary: Bullying & Sexual Harassment
• Although most FPS students do not report being the 

victim of bullying, this form of aggression deserves  all 
of our attention.

• Sexual harassment is more likely to be reported by girls. 
Although there is relatively low prevalence, this also 
deserves continued attention.

• It is beyond the scope of this evaluation, however, future 
assessments might consider the role of social media and 
text messaging.
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CONCLUDING REMARKS
Ferndale Public Schools continue to: 1)  evaluate 

their students  and 2) describe student 
experiences. The goal is to become the best 
school district possible.

Ferndale Public Schools have  some of the same 
social problems of other school districts and in 
many cases FPS has fewer problems  (e.g. drug 
use).

Ferndale Public Schools will continue to make 
these types of data available to the public. 
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